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DIVISION NEWS 
E.izaBetH D. Briaes, President 


In June of this year, the Division of Libraries for Children and Young People 
will celebrate its fifth birthday. As only one Conference has been held since its 
inception, this meeting will provide an opportunity for discussion of objectives 
and purposes in the light of new challenges, for renewing acquaintances, and for ‘ 
much good fellowship. 


These have been difficult years for officers, directors, and committee members 
who have had to carry forward, largely by correspondence, all plans and activi- 
ties. That the Division has made genuine progress during this interim is due to 
their untiring efforts, and to the support and loyalty of members. Renewal of 
memberships in the A. L. A. and the Division was never more necessary. To main- 
tain present activities and to broaden our program to serve the needs of chil- 
dren’s, school, and young people’s librarians everywhere requires the enlistment 
of the interest and energy of hundreds of new members. May the fifth year be a 
banner year! 


Plans for the Division’s share in the Conference program are going forward. 
Mrs. Annis Duff will speak, and her daughter, Deirdre, whose book experiences 
helped to furnish background for Mrs. Duff’s ‘‘Bequest of Wings’’ will be 
present. The complete program will be published in the May A. L. A. Bulletin. 


DIVISION COMMITTEES 
Radio and Broadcasting Committec—Mrs. Dilla McBean, Chairman. 





Sales of the Thorne-Thomsen records, the major project of the Committee, have 
exceeded expectations. It seems probable that royalties received by the Division 
this year will not only cover all indebtedness incurred by the Division, but will 
assure sufficient funds for inclusion of other story tellers in the project. 


Constitution Committee—Irene Hayner, Chairman. 


In order to remove restrictions regarding 25c memberships imposed upon the 
sections, the following amendment to the Division Constitution has been pro- 
posed, and will be voted upon at the Annual Conference. 


Article IV, Section 2 and Section 2(a) (new wording in Italics). 


Each member of the Division, including persons employed in capacities 
not covered by the preceding provision, shall be given membership in 
one section of the Division in accordance with the preference expressed on 
his A. L. A. membership application blank and shall thereafter vote as a 
member of that section. Membership and voting classification may be 
changed by any member at his own request or by indicating such change 
when paying dues. 


(a) A member of any one section.or group within the Division ‘may join’ 
any other section or group of the Division by meeting the qualifications 
for membership specified by that section or group. 


International Relations Committee—Jean Thomson, Chairman. 


Requests for advice about children’s books and children’s libraries come from 
all parts of the world. There have been requests for suggestions of books for 
translation and also requests for direct help in restoring book collections. 


The Committee has worked on the preparation of lists of selected books recom- 
mended for translation. It hopes to make a general list including books selected 
from publications which appeared over a period of years and to keep this up to 
date by annual supplements. 


Jean Thomson and Mildred Batchelder attended the November meeting of the 
International Relations Board in Washington. 


CONFERENCE ROOMS 


From A. L. A. Headquarters comes a communication asking that all members 
be urged to make hotel reservations as soon as possible and under no eireum- 
stances to come to Buffalo without a confirmed reservation. Requests for hotel 
rooms should be sent to the Housing Bureau, Convention and Tourist Bureau, 
Incorporated, 602 Genesee Building, Buffalo, N. Y. 


A. L. A. DIVISION OF LIBRARIES FOR 
CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE 


Proposed Budget for 1945-46 

INCOME Actual 

1944-45 
Cash balance July 1 (Sept 1, 1944) . ' $1,306.86 
Allotment from A. L. A. ree 2,001.25 
Additional Section Memberships 25¢ 14.00 
Additional Division Membership .._.. 1.00 
Orders for Membership Lists .. 5.00 
Contributions for Recordings Process .. 350.00 
Miscellaneous se oid 7.00 
Special Membership Sele Ne 10.00 


Royalties from sale of recordings 
(based on sale of 480): .... 


. 3,695.11 


Allotment to P. L. S. 495.68 
Allotment to A. A.S.L. .... . 452.26 


Total Allotments ao .... 947.94 


Total available to Division _ 2,747.17 
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DISBURSEMENTS 
TOP OF THE NEWS ...................... 508.80 





Officers’ Expenses—President ............. : 79.69 80.00 
Officers’ Expenses—Secretary ........... (8 25.00 50.00 
Officers’ Expenses—Treasurer ....... ap nes 63 75.00 
Memberships in Outside Organizations 60.00 35.00 
Stationery and Printing ............. ——— 25.00 


TS te ee Ne 74.25 125.00 
Reprints from American Library Ass’n 

SI. nine betes aemekns o/s. cote 24.68 
Cp I. oe ech keen ; 24.44 100.00 
Gudrun Thorne-Thomsen 

**Reeording Project’’ on 1,123.34 1,000.00 
NG ies ale nh whole Se saabadretman hb wate 200.00 
International Committee Trip ................ 65.00 
Joint Committee A. L. A.and N. E.A.......... 20.00 
Subsidy for Planning Committee ....... a 200.00 
8 re ate i dae yh ier ng ti hina eo 100.00 
UNNI EE IN 5 ns 5.5.5 vranieleh Spode ites 200.00 




















I 8 Sh, A tio Or ee ee ae a: .. 1,942.83 2,800.00 
Bank Balance ........ ae 4 acuta ec ve 354.34 








$2,747.17 $3,154.34 


PUBLIC LIBRARY SECTION: CHILDREN’S LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
EveE.Lyn R. SicKkets, Reporter 
C. L. A. Program Plans 


Tentative date for the Newbery-Caldecott Awards Meeting has been set for 
Tuesday afternoon, June 18, followed by a dinner. Program plans include talks 
by the award winners and by Mr. Melcher, donor of the medals. Watch for further 
announcements in the A. L. A. Bulletin. 








Nominating Committee Report 


’ Agatha Shea, chairman of the Nominating Committee for the C. L. A, will make 
her report at the A. L. A. Conference in June, and there will be. an election of 
officers at that meeting. 





Children’s Spring Book Festival 


The tenth annual Children’s Spring Book Festival, sponsored by the New 
.} York Herald Tribune, will be held this year May 18 to 25. The poster was de- 
et signed by Irena Lorentowiez, the illustrator of ‘*Lullaby’’ and the ‘‘Nine Cry- 
Baby Dolls.’’ 





Recordings 
The Association of the Junior Leagues of America, Inc., has produced a second 


series of transcribed dramatizations for Books Bring Adventure. These books, 
which deal with life in the United States and Canada, are listed below: 


Adventure North, by Kathrene Pinkerton (Harcourt, Brace and Co.) 
Bayou Suzette, by Lois Lenski (Frederick A. Stokes and Co.) 
Copper-Toed Boots, by Marguerite de Angeli (Doubleday) 
Downright Dencey, by Caroline Dale Snedeker (Doubleday ) 
Forest Patrol, by Jim Kjelgaard (Holiday, House, Inc.) 
Homer Price, by Robert McCloskey (Viking Press) 
Middle Button, by Kathryn Worth (Doubleday) 
Riders of the Gabilans, by William Dean (Viking Press) 
Road to Alaska, by Douglas Coe (Julian Messner, Inc.) 
Robin on the Mountain, by Charlie May Simon (E. P. Dutton and Co.) 
Spurs for Antonia, by Katherine Eyre (Oxford University Press) 
Strawberry Girl, by Lois Lenski (J. B. Lippincott Co.) 
Young Mac of Fort Vancouver, by Mary Jane Carr 

(Thomas Y. Crowell Co.) 


‘Juvenile Book Awards—1945 


Caldecott Medal : 
Elizabeth Orton Jones—‘‘ Prayer for a Child’’ (Macmillan) 


John Newbery Medal: 
Robert Lawson—‘‘ Rabbit Hill’’ (Viking) 


Julia Ellsworth Ford Foundation Prize: 
Naney Barnes—‘‘The Wonderful Year’’ (Messner) 


Junior Scholastic Gold Seal Awards: 
Martha Mann—‘‘ Nathan Hale, Patriot’’ (Dodd, Mead) 
Cornelia Spencer—‘‘The Land of the Chinese People’’ (Lippincott) 
Harold McCracken—‘‘Sentinel of the Snow Peaks’’ (Lippincott) 
New York Herald Tribune Spring Book Festival Prizes: 
Younger Children: Norma Cohn—‘‘Little People in a Big Country” 
(Oxford) 
Middle Age Group: Ruth Brindze—‘‘Gulf Stream’’ (Vanguard) 
Older Children: Elizabeth Janet Gray—‘‘Sandy”’ (Viking) 
Ohioana Literary Award: 
Florence Mary Fitch—‘‘One God: The Ways We Worship Him’’ (Lothrop 
Lee and Shepherd ) 
Pacific Northwest Library Association. Young Reader’s Choice Award: 
Marie McSwigan—‘‘Snow Treasure’’ (Dutton) 


Have You Read These? 

‘*A Children’s Book Collection for England,’’ Publisher’s Weekly, December 
29, 1945. 

‘*Books in Search of Children;’’ The Tenth Bowker Lecture delivered by 
Louise Seaman Bechtel at the New York Public Library, January 17, 1946. 
Résumé in Publisher’s Weekly, January 19, 1946. Available in pamphlet 
form from the New York Public Library. 
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PUBLIC LIBRARY SECTION: YOUNG PEOPLE'S 
READING ROUND TABLE 


MARGARET Scocain, Reporter 


Dear Fellow Round-Tablers: 


Now that an A. L. A. meeting has actually been announced for this 
coming June, I imagine that all of us are thinking about the advantages 
of getting together again and pooling our experiences. A great many 
unpublicized things of common interest have doubtless been taking place 
in our groups throughout the country. Won’t you send me whatever 
record you have of your own Young People’s activities of the last two or 
three years? Perhaps a copy of your annual report would contain it. 
Perhaps it will mean writing me a letter about it. Even so, won’t you 
please take time for that? 


We need to get a good survey of what has been done. Then, in June, 
consider the needs and opportunities that surround us and plan a 
forward-looking program for another year. And if there are any ques- 
tions you would like to have discussed at the Convention, please send 
them on to me soon. 

AMELIA H. MUNSON 


Chairman, Young People’s Reading 
Round Table. 


Annual List of Books for Young People 


The annual revised list, BOOKS FOR YOUNG PEOPLE, prepared by young 
people’s librarians of the New York Public Library under the supervision of Miss 
' Mabel Williams, was launched on January 12th by a tea and exhibit of the new 
' books added. This annual event draws teachers, librarians, authors, and editors 
from a wide area; this year over three hundred attended. The list is available from 


| the New York Public Library for ten cents. 


Standards Committee 


The Division Committee on Standards for Young People’s Work held a three 
day meeting in New York from January 13 to 15. Those present were Miss Mabel 
Williams, Chairman; Miss Jean Roos of Cleveland, Mrs. Margaret Alexander 
Edwards of Baltimore, Miss Sarah Beard of Boston, Mrs. Beatrice Schein of 
| Newark, Miss Margaret Scoggin of New York, and Miss Amelia H. Munson, 
) Chairman of the Young People’s Reading Round Table. Two other members, 
Mrs. Frances Shipman of Minneapolis, and Miss Eleanor Herrmann of St. Paul, 
/ sent suggestions in writing. Miss Williams announces great progress in the 
® preparation of the pamphlet and hopes to have it ready by June. 


News Items 


Miss Sarah Beard formerly in charge of Work with Young People in the 
Brooklyn Public Library and in the Kansas City Public Library has been ap- 
pointed Consultant, Schoo] Libraries and Work with Children, State Department 
of Education, Division of Publie Libraries, Boston, Massachusetts. 


' The New York Public Library together with the American Women’s Volun- 
® teer Service opened another lounge for young people on February 5, 1946, this 
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one in the Washington Heights Branch. As in the Aguilar Lounge reported in 
the January TOP OF THE NEWS, the young people of the neighborhood planned 
the decoration and made up the order list of books, magazines and records. The 
room will be open several evenings a week for reading, record playing, and quiet 
games. 


The ’Teen Corner: Newark, New Jersey 
Mrs. Beatrice W. ScHEIN 


The Newark Public Library’s special room for young people, named the "Teen 
Corner by the city’s youth, was opened in December, 1944 to meet the recreational 
and informational needs of this particular group. Although a separate intro- 
ductory service is offered, this in no way implies segregation from adult depart- 
ments of the library. 


The ’Teen Corner is strategically located on the first floor of the main library, 
readily accessible to the public. Its yellow walls, red and green leather chairs, 
drapes at the windows, all have been planned with an eye to informality, comfort, 
and color. It’s a free and easy place with no fear of the ‘‘hush hush”’ atmosphere 
to put a damper on the enthusiasm of our clientele. 


Young people are encouraged to take an active part in "Teen Corner projects. 
Under the sponsorship of an advisory council of youth representatives from all 
secondary schools in the city, programs are planned, publicized, and conducted. 
Talks by authors of young people’s books, debates, literary stunts and quizzes, 
folk dances, exhibits, art demonstrations—yes, even a swing band performance 
are among the activities arranged by the Council. A hobby group is now in process 
of formation, with 35 boys and girls signed up for membership. 


That young people are enjoying and using the room can be judged by the 
steady growth in attendance and circulation, as well as by their own comments. 
Close to 200 young people visit the room daily and we’re going to do our best to 
keep them coming and enjoying their visits. 


Teen Age Book Show—Minneapolis Public Inbrary 


Reported by Sarah L. Wallace, Publicity Assistant. Mrs. Frances R. 
Shipman is Readers’ Adviser to Young People. 


Planning for the "Teen Age Book Show held October 15 to 20, 1945 in the 
Minneapolis Public Library, began more than a year before the event. Bookstores 
were interviewed and asked to give windows on the street or feature the Show 
in interior displays. After a visit and letter to the office of the Superintendent of 
Schools, a committee from the Publie Schools was appointed to work with the 
Library committee. 


Following the plan used in the Library’s exhibit of 1943, ‘‘Youth Goes to 
War,’’ a council of young people, two representatives from every high school, 
both public and private, was appointed to work with Mrs. Frances Shipman, 
Young People’s Adviser, in promoting the Show in their own schools. They made 
the contacts with their principals; arranged for the assembly; provided the 
speakers to introduce Louis Untermeyer, the ‘‘star’’ of the Show; and worked 
with Library representatives in writing news releases and radio ‘‘spots,’’ and in 
arranging for radio programs and for posters. 


6 





During the week of the Show, Library representatives with representatives 
from Pocket Bocks visited every high school in the city. After a brief message 
from the Library, Mr. Untermeyer spoke on books and reading. Young people 
were invited to visit the exhibit at the library and visit it they did, signing the 
guest book, looking at the books, taking out cards and confessing, as one football 
husky did: ‘‘I thought poets were pills, but Untermeyer is a swell guy. Do you 
have that poem he read ?”’ 


After the Show, the memory lingered on with young people continuing to drop 
in and to register for cards. Mrs. Shipman invited the representatives to a party 
and there the idea of a Teen Age Book Show was born, an idea that received new 
life a few weeks ago when the film, ‘‘It’s All Yours’’ had its Minneapolis premiere 
at the Library. After the initial showing it was routed through the schools. 


AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF SCHOOL LIBRARIANS 
Mate Graye Hunt, Reporter 


Conference Plans 


From Miriam Snow, Chairman of A. A. S. L. comes news of the plans being 
made for the program of A. A. 8. L. at the Buffalo meeting of A. L. A. The 
three chairmen of the A. A. S. L. during the war years are going to present sig- 
nificant professional highlights of those years, Lois Place, Mary Peacock Douglas, 
and Irene Hayner. Dr. Ethel Ewing of the Institute of Pacific Relations will talk 
about re-evaluating of our books for boys and girls about foreign countries, with 
emphasis on the Orient. At the Saturday luncheon meeting, Phyllis Fenner, 
author of OUR LIBRARY, will speak and guests of honor will be the school 


librarians who have been in the services. There will be an exhibit of pictures and 
information about the school libraries of New York State on display during the 
entire conference. On one afternoon, there will be visits to the school libraries of 
Buffalo scheduled, followed by tea. 


NEWS FROM SCHOOL LIBRARIES 
Georgia 


As a part of the state aid program to schools and libraries, the Library and 
Textbook Division of the State Department of Education began a cataloging 
service at the request of the Georgia Library Association in the fall of 1944. It 
was undertaken as a means of freeing librarians over the state from much of their 
detail work, and as a way of assuring an adequate index to book collections in 
libraries unable to afford catalogers and the tools of cataloging. At the end of 
1945, Virginia Drewry, the Director of the State Cataloging Service reports that 
30,000 sets of cards have been sent to 190 school and public libraries and that 
the list of applicants is steadily growing. 


Indiana 


The second school issue (December 1945) of the Library Occurrent, a quarterly 
issued by the Indiana State Library Association, had as its central interest several 
brief sketches of the lives of contemporary Indiana authors. 


At the request of the State Superintendent of Public Instruction three commit- 
tees from the Library Association are working on the following projects: 
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1. Listing and annotating city, county, state, and federal bulletins suit- 
able for use in the high schools of Indiana. 

2. Revising the state bulletin, Building a Library, a buying list for 
State School Relief Corporations. 

3. Examination of present standards with the hope of raising the 
Indiana School Library Standards. 










Twin Cities 













































Enthusiasm for books and authors ran high in the Twin Cities with the exhibits I 
and speakers under the auspices of Pocket Books, Incorporated. Mary Gould 
Davis and Louis Untermeyer were the popular speakers. Later came the build- 
ing and filling of five or more treasure chests by the junior high schools and the 
elementary schools. ‘ 
Tennessee 7 

Division of Libraries, State Department of Education with Martha Parks as i 
Director, issues and distributes numerous valuable lists and other materials, for u 
example, ‘‘Books for Older Boys and Girls with Limited Reading Ability;’’ a 
**English Parallel Reading in the High School ;’’ ‘‘ Vocational Guidance,’’ and v 
the regular ‘‘School Library News Letter.’’ In addition to the above the Depart- fe 
ment has also distributed a series of fifteen leaflets entitled ‘‘Some School Library st 
Problems’’ covering such practical problems as weeding, scheduling, personnel, al 
pupil assistants, binding, room and equipment, library instruction, ete. This ma- Li 
terial was prepared by Velma Shaffer while she was serving as Field Supervisor th 
of School Libraries, 1941 to 1944. A sample set of these leaflets may be secured } lil 
by writing the Department of Education, Division of Libraries, Nashville 3, Ten- 
nessee and additional copies may be ordered in quantity for $8.00 per thousand pe 
for the leaflets of 8 pages or less and $10.00 per thousand for those over 8 di 
pages in length. he 

‘*Sehool and Community Libraries’’ is a chapter in the extensive report of the | ™ 
School Plant Workshop which is available from George Peabody College in Nash- 
ville. That well known, experienced librarians had a part in the workshop as con- | DI 
sultants is an encouraging feature. Cc 
Nominating Committee 

The Nominating Committee has prepared the slate of officers for the coming 
year and elections will be held at the Conference in Buffalo. 

i 
EDITOR’S NOTE Di 

The Editor is grateful for the notices of address changes which came to her 
after the January issue of TOP OF THE NEWS. There were still many copies re- f 
turned, however, because of incorrect addresses so please remember to change whi 
your address promptly so that we can correct the mailing list. ne 

Alice Louise LeFevre, Editor “oe 
Department of Librarianship ah 
Western Michigan College of Education i.e 

Pie leal 
Kalamazoo 45, Michigan i.) 
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